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Bombing of Guernica __
The bombing of Guernica (April 26, 1937) was an aerial attack on the Basque town
of Guernica, causing widespread destruction and civilian deaths during the Spanish
Civil War. The raid by planes of the German Luftwaffe "Condor Legion" and the
[talian Fascist Aviazione Legionaria was called Operation Riigen. The Basque
government reported 1,654 people killed, but modern research suggests between 200
to 400 civilians died. Western countries viewed Guernica as an example of terror
bombing and gained the impression that the Luftwaffe was committed to that tactic.
Guernica quickly became a world-renowned symbol of civilian suffering resulting
from conflict and inspired Pablo Picasso to adapt one of his existing paintings into
Guernica.



